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We thought you might want to learn more about one of our newer members. Donna Robbins has 

turned her interest in cars into an amazing car-lovers business.  Donna is President of Streetside Clas-

sics, and the driving force behind the company’s success. We learned what the future holds for the 

multi-location classic car dealer.   

 

Q: How did you get started in the classic car industry? 

 

A: In 1999, a partner and I opened the first showroom in St. Louis, MO. We had a business consulting 

company and a client presented the business plan, but didn’t want to own the company. He just 

wanted to manage it for investors. It was a good business plan and looked like it would be a really 

cool business to own. After five years, we opened a second showroom in Charlotte, NC. In 2008, we 

terminated our partnership and I took the Charlotte store. I then proceeded to open a showroom in 

Atlanta in 2010, Fort Worth in 2012, Tampa in 2015, Nashville in 2016 and we just opened Phoenix 

in September 2017. 

 

Q: What sets Streetside Classics apart from its competitors? 

 

A: The number one reason for Streetside’s success is our employees. We are very careful to hire pro-

fessional, experienced people who have a proven record of success. We then take the time to train 

them on our philosophy, which is that we give our customers the best service possible and we create 

trust in the market. When we open a new market, Bob Mueller, VP of Sales & Marketing, Shelby (my 

golden retriever) and I spend at least 6-12 months at the new store and personally hire and train 8-10 

employees. If possible, we also promote employees from current stores to assist. We teach our ideas 

of integrity, honesty and making our customers happy. We always pay our consignors within 24 hours 

of the sale. We do everything possible to make sure our consignors are happy with the money they 

receive for their vehicle. We promote teamwork highly at Streetside. Each showroom is a team but 

also part of the large team. It’s like I have six different families in six cities that are all part of the big 

Streetside family. Last, but definitely not least, our company mission statement is 'Nation’s Most 

Trusted Consignment Dealer.' We take this very seriously and do everything possible to prove it in 

every transaction.          Continued on pg. 4 
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COPPERSTATE INFORMATION 

Be sure to contact an officer or board member for the many benefits 

 of belonging to The Copperstate Mustang Club!  

 

Nicole & Eric Mueller—proud owners of 2014 & 2016 Mustangs 



Meeting Minutes  
Board Meeting - 3/1/2018 

 
Officers present were Becky, Alyce and JoAnn.  Board members present were Greg, Dan, Rich, Gordon, Ron.  Mem-

bers present were Bob, Tom and Cathy.  Treasurer’s report was given by JoAnn.  A letter of thanks from the Berge 

family was read.  Newsletter was at printer and will be out in a few days.                                                       

 

The March show items were talked about. Chris ordered trophies. A printed map will be available for those members 

parking cars. Judged cars which have to be preregistered will be at front of lot and people’s choice and day of show 

registered cars at back. The tables and chairs ordered will be the same as prior show, 8 tables and 48 chairs.  Tom 

asked for all to help get door prizes.  $300 will be advanced to purchase food. We will have a 50/50 drawing. Becky 

will order dash plaques.  She will also get insurance for the show. To date, we have 3 vendors registered.   Volunteer 

signup sheets will be at meeting.       

 

Tom talked about a program in Buckeye that had boy scouts involved and a metal race track. This track may be avail-

able for sale and question was would we be interested in getting this to help promote our show and get young boys 

participation.  No further discussion at this time. 

 

Alyce Ancell, Secretary 

 

Meeting was opened with pledge of allegiance to the flag lead by President pro tem Becky. Officers present were 

John, Alyce and JoAnn.  Board members present were Greg, Rich, Paul, Phyllis, Dan and Ron.  New members Nicole 

and Eric Mueller gave a brief introduction of them and their cars. Two guests were present.                                                                        

  

Treasurer’s report was given by JoAnn.  Different members reported on shows they had been to recently.  Spring 

Fling show was talked about.  Everyone who is helping with set up should be at show by 7:30. Tom asked that the 

door prize gifts be brought to him. Any person or business will be recognized for the prize they donated. The donor 

name should be attached to the prize and will be announced as it is given out and a thank you letter sent to them. 

Prizes do not have to be car related.                    

 

Gary told of a distributor he put on his car, that had soft teeth and when car ran, the teeth broke off and are now 

throughout the engine!  (This part was Cardon product which others have had problems with).   Gary won the whiner 

towel for this month.  50/50 winner this month was Joyce.  Thank you to Joyce and Gerald for bringing refreshments. 

Ron will bring the refreshments next month.    

                                   

Becky called Mustang Club of America (MCA) to get our insurance for the Spring Fling show.  She gave them the 

list of officers and board members and their MCA membership number as is required for the insurance. The person 

checked all and said we were not all full members and therefore did not qualify for the insurance.  Dan at the meeting 

said he and JoAnn would resign from MCA offices to qualify our club for insurance.  Board did not accept this re-

quest.   On Monday following the meeting, Becky again called MCA and talked to the President and explained our 

case. He reviewed the rules and said we were fine and that the insurance would be issued for the Spring Fling show.  

Becky is now waiting for this document. 

 

Alyce Ancell, Secretary  

General Meeting— 3/11/2018 



Member of the Month, cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: Where do you see Streetside in the future? In five years? Ten years? 

 

A: Streetside will continue to open new markets when the right opportunity arises. I project that we will open a couple stores 

in the next five years and possibly two more after that by year 10. 

 

Q: What is unique about your current inventory? 

 

A: Our inventory is always unique because it’s so diverse. From discerning collectors looking for a documented six-figure 

plus vehicle, to an entry-level buyer looking for their very first classic car, Streetside has a vehicle for them. Our current in-

ventory levels are about 1,500 vehicles nationwide and growing.           

 

Q: What is it like being a female business owner in this industry? 

 

A: This is definitely a male-oriented business, but I feel there are many benefits of being a female in this industry. I’ve over-

heard many customers ask my staff, ‘who owns this business?’ The staff reply, ‘a woman named Donna Robbins.’ The cus-

tomer then replies, ‘I knew it! You can tell by how organized and clean the showroom is and the professionalism I see.’ I 

think as a woman I do give more attention to detail than most men. Biologically, women are nurturing and caring and I know 

I apply those traits with my employees and customers. There are times when I feel like I’m mom to 60 employees but I’m not 

complaining. It’s wonderful to be part of such a large, close family.  



Goodguys Spring 2018 Spring Nationals 

Submitted by Chris Valentino 

 

 

The week of March 12th started off with a threat of 

rain for the weekend of Good Guys (March 16-18) 

but the car gods came through and the weekend 

turned out to be gorgeous including a nice cool down 

in the 60’s after highs in the 80’s.   

 

he swap meet section was a a little disappointing as I 

did not find a lot of Mustang/Ford parts and there 

were not a lot of project cars being sold.    

The 9th Spring Nationals however did not disappoint.  

There were many cars out at Good Guys and even 

more so since the year requirement was lowered to 

include cars from 1987 and older.  I took my 65 for 

the first time ever to Good Guys since I couldn’t at-

tend the MCA show in McAllen, TX.   

 

A black 1966 Bonneville with a 421 engine, 4 speed, 

and white interior was crowned Muscle Car of the 

Year Finalist for 2018.  An award that the 69 GTO 

Judge that I helped restore also got back in 2016.  

That Bonneville will now face off against 11 other 

finalists chosen from the various other Good Guys shows across the nation.  A 1968 Mercury Cyclone 

and a one owner 1970 Plymouth Cuda with a 340 Shaker Hood were also awarded Mighty Muscle 

Awards.  Dave Jacobelli was awarded Best Fox Body Pick by Ford and my 65 was chosen as Mighty 

Mustang.  Not bad for its first time out at Good Guys as a participant.   

I encourage other members to get their cars out to Good Guys and enjoy the weather and all the types of 

cars on display. 

 



Goodguys 2018 Spring Nationals 

     



CMC SPRING FLING 2018  

     



CMC SPRING FLING 2018  

 



CMC SPRING FLING 2018 

 



CMC SPRING FLING 2018 

 



Mustang News - Cobra Jet! 

 

THE “COBRA” JET SET - CELEBRATING 50 YEARS  

OF COBRA JET MUSTANGS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEARBORN - The storied Ford Mustang Cobra Jet dates back to 1968—to a time when the muscle car era was in 

full swing and production-car drag racing was all the rage. Horsepower was king and enthusiasts wanted the most 

powerful engine in the lightest cars. Manufacturers fed the beast with special packages designed to out-match the 

competition. They recognized early on that weekend wins at the strip translated to weekday sales in the showroom. 

With the Muscle Car horsepower race escalating for the 1968 season, Ford Motor Company introduced its all-new 

428-cubic inch Cobra Jet engine. With 335 hp, the potent 428 CJ offered a huge leap in power over the smaller 390-

cube V8, which was the top Mustang engine for 1967. 

Bob Tasca of Tasca Ford in Rhode Island is credited with creating the engine recipe by mixing high-flowing 427 cyl-

inder heads with the stout bottom-end of a FE 428 to create “Cobra Jet”. Ford immediately saw the performance po-

tential and built 50 lightweight 428 CJ Mustangs for drag racing to showcase its new powerhouse. 

Prior to the ’68 NHRA Winternationals, Ford delivered six of these special Mustangs to Holman Moody and Bill 

Stroppe in California for preparation that included a wide-ratio four-speed transmission, a 4.89:1 rear gear, roll bar, 

and Goodyear Blue Streak slicks. The Pomona-bound Mustangs also got improved induction, headers and the battery 

moved to the trunk for better traction. 

“It was late 1967 and I was happily racing my 427 SOHC, fuel injected, altered wheel base, funny car when I got a 

call from the then-new drag race coordinator Chuck Folger,” said Ford racer Al Joniec. “Since I was a member of the 

Ford factory team, he asked if I would run a new car that Ford was going to introduce at the 1968 NHRA Winterna-

tionals. I was curious and said it sounds good, but could you tell me more? He said it’s going to be a real Mustang, 

one anyone can drive on the street, but it will go like hell. He said Ford is going to put together a combination of hy-

brid performance parts of the 428 engine and it’s going to be called a Cobra Jet. I told him that was a great name and 

sign me up, and that’s how I became one of the drivers of the 6-car Ford team.” 

Continued on pg. 12 



Mustang News — Cobra Jet! (cont.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joniec and his team drove from the east coast, picked up the Cobra Jet Mustang, lettered it and were off to the 

races. But before heading to Pomona, Joniec made a camshaft swap that gave his Cobra Jet a horsepower advan-

tage. At the Winternationals, Joniec’s Rice Holman Ford-sponsored entry won the SS/E class and then went on to 

claim the very first Super Stock national victory for a Cobra Jet Mustang with a run of 11.49 at 120 mph. 

Fast forward nearly 40 years from the Winternationals victory and the competitive spirit and burning passion for 

drag racing was still burning inside Ford Performance. With the history of the 1968 Cobra Jet etched in their 

memories, it was time to write the latest Cobra Jet chapter.  

Much like the original recipe, Ford Performance took its most powerful engine and dropped in a lightweight, race-

ready Mustang devoid of unnecessary street gear such as air conditioning, sound deadening, stereo and other crea-

ture comforts. The result was the M-FR500-CJ, or more simply, the 2008 Cobra Jet. This modern CJ was powered 

by a supercharged and intercooled 5.4L dual over-head-cam (DOHC) engine. Though originally rated at 425 hp, a 

“prepped” CJ will make upwards of 1,000 ground-pounding horsepower.  Built for Drag Racing only, it had drag 

race specific shocks, springs, suspension links, gauges, roll bar and racing tires and wheels. 

While the return of the 2008 CJ was nostalgic for many, most importantly, it offered Ford enthusiasts and racers 

the chance to compete in NHRA Stock and Super Stock in a current-model factory-built Ford Mustang race car. 

Long time collector and racer Brent Hajek of Hajek Motorsports purchased the first 10 of these modern Cobra 

Jets.  Hajek understood the significance of the 40-year Pomona Cobra Jet win anniversary and vowed to have four 

cars ready to race at the quickly approaching NHRA Winternationals. 

 



Mustang News — Cobra Jet! (cont.) 

With only a few months to prepare, he assembled a team who fine-tuned the first four of his serialized CJs for 

competition. As a tribute, Hajek honored the original Cobra Jet drivers from the ’68 Winternationals by replicating 

the lettering and sponsor design of Al Joniec, Hubert Platt, Randy Ritchey and Gas Ronda’s Mustangs. This time, 

however, the wheelmen were Jim Waldo, Gary Stinnett, Jimmy Ronzello and John Calvert. 

Miraculously, John Calvert, driving the Al Joniec-cloned Rice Holman A/Stock Mustang, defeated Tom Gaynor in 

the final round, solidifying the remarkable victory for Ford on the 41st Anniversary of the original win. The Win-

ternationals triumph was glorious for Calvert, Hajek Motorsports, Ford Performance and Blue Oval fans world-

wide. It was a monumental achievement in the history of Ford Motor Company and the Cobra Jet Mustang. 

Following Calvert’s win, Ford Performance refined the Cobra Jet and between 2008 and 2016 delivered 300 new 

Cobra Jets to racers and collectors worldwide. And since 2008, there have been dozens of NHRA, IHRA, NMCA 

and NMRA national records, event wins, and championships, too. Cobra Jet winners come from all walks of life, 

from veteran drivers like Calvert, to 20 year old Michelle Bongiovanni, who won a Cobra Jet shootout in 2017. 

Furthermore, Don Fezell, driving his 2008 CJ, became the first driver in NHRA Stock Eliminator history to run an 

8-second time, Roy Hill and the Candies Family CJ racing team have run 7.70s in Super Stock. Cobra Jets champi-

onships have been produced by Kevin Skinner in NMCA (National Muscle Car Association) and the team of 

Jimmy LaRocca and Tommy Annunziata in NMRA (National Mustang Racing Association) competition. 

Looking forward to the 2018 racing season, the Ford Mustang Cobra Jet is in the hunt to become the first 7-second 

Stock Eliminator car in NHRA history. The Factory Muscle Cars wars are as hot as ever as Cobra Jets compete 

heads-up with the Chevrolet COPO Camaro and the Dodge Drag Pak Challenger in NHRA SAM Tech Factory 

Stock Showdown and the NMCA Holley EFI Factory Super Cars class. 

Remembering and celebrating the Cobra Jet 

1968 Winternationals win is just the start to a 

number of other 50th Anniversary celebrations 

that will take place all across the country dur-

ing 2018. It is going to be a great Cobra Jet 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Ford Media Center 

http://performance.ford.com/Enthusiasts.html 



CLASSIFIEDS 

 
                                                                      NEWS FLASH 

 

Running for political office!  Yes, Copperstate Mustang Club’s own Tom Martin has “thrown his hat in the ring” 

and will run for an open seat in the Arizona State Senate. 

 

Tom has demonstrated his powers for leadership as a past president of our Club, including service on various com-

mittees over many years.  Activist Tom Martin was very instrumental in opposing the toll roads in Arizona, and 

hopefully that state initiative. 

 

Tom has tapped our Club Treasurer, JoAnn Martorano, to be his campaign chairwoman, who will be setting up a 

campaign committee to start raising money. JoAnn will approach our Club’s board of directors for a $1,000 cam-

paign contribution.  As yet, we do not know what he stands for, but we do know that he will be a fair and honest 

politician. 

 

Tom assures us that if elected, his work at the State level will not interfere with his work for our Mustang Club.  

Therefore, let’s get behind Tom and support his campaign and vote for TOM MARTIN!      

By the way, if you believe this bunk you have been April Fooled! 

Submitted by Bob Ancell 

 

 

1965 Mustang Convertible, Barrett Jackson condition.  

Rebuilt engine, new Pony interior in black and white, new tires.  

Original Pony wheel and gauges. 121k miles. 

Runs beautifully.  

Photos and video of the car are available and can be emailed.  

John 

 1-800-716-9626 

Classified ads are free to club members and run for 3 months. 

 

If you would like to place an ad in the newsletter (and web page) contact the editor  

Kathy Sebesta via email at: info@copperstatemustangclub.com. 

 

Deadline for submitting ads is the 20th of every month. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Apr 5 Monthly Board Meeting at Berge Ford (US60 & Mesa Drive).  Meeting will start at 6:45pm in 

the upstairs room.  All are welcomed to attend. 

Apr 8 Monthly Club Meeting at 1pm at Mount of Olives Church 3546 E Thomas Rd. Refreshments will 

be served. 

Apr 10 “High Five Tour” will be stopping at Berge Ford again this year from 4-7. Berge will provide re-

freshments. Stop by and support our veterans. Give a donation and sign their car. 

April 14 Fountain Hills Collector Car Show 11am to 5pm Registration is $35.00. Contact Greg @ 480-

612-1671 for additional information. Excepting 500 cars.  

April 15 Fabulous Fords Forever at Knottsberry Farm.  Go to www.fabulousfordsforever.com for registra-

tion information. 

April 21 Rails, Rods & Steel Wheels Car Show at Pioneer Park, 526 E. Main St., Mesa, 10am-2pm.  For 

more information contact Jim Ruiz at (480) 329-3226 or go to www.saveourtrain.com or 

www.cruisinarizona.com for registration information. 

April 28 Streetside Classics—Caffeine & Classics, 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Just come show your car.  Located at 

614 E. Auto Center Dr. (next to Berge Ford). 

May 3 Monthly Board Meeting at Berge Ford (US60 & Mesa Drive).  Meeting will start at 6:45pm in 

the upstairs room.  All are welcomed to attend. 

May 13 MONTHLY MEETING MOVED DUE TO MOTHER’S DAY 

May 18-19 Annual Car Show in Williams, AZ. For registration information go to 

www.historicalroute66carshow.com  

May 19 Cruisin’ Under the Stars Car Show, 6pm-10pm. Pre-Registration $20.00, Day of show $ 25.00. 

Held at Victory Lane Sports Complex 22603 N. 43rd Ave. Glendale. Call 602-464-3045 for addi-

tional information. Benefiting “Make-A- Wish” 

May 20 Monthly Club Meeting at 1pm at Mount of Olives Church 3546 E Thomas Rd. Refreshments will 

be served. 

May 26 Streetside Classics—Caffeine & Classics, 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Just come show your car.  Located at 

614 E. Auto Center Dr. (next to Berge Ford). 

June 7 Monthly Board Meeting at Berge Ford (US60 & Mesa Drive).  Meeting will start at 6:45pm in 

the upstairs room.  All are welcomed to attend. 

June 10 Monthly Club Meeting at 1pm at Mount of Olives Church 3546 E Thomas Rd. Refreshments will 

be served. 

Jun 14-16 30th Annual Rocky Mountain Mustang Round-up in Steamboat Springs, CO.  This is great event 

with lots to do.  Go to www.rockymountainmustangroundup.org for details. 

June 30 Streetside Classics—Caffeine & Classics, 9 a.m.—12 p.m. Just come show your car.  Located at 

614 E. Auto Center Dr. (next to Berge Ford). 

  

http://www.rockymountainmustangroundup.org/


PO Box 50309 

Phoenix, AZ  85076 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PROUD SPONSORS 


