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My interest in collector cars began when I was 20 years old in Australia  with an 

Austin Healy 100/4  and ended with a 1935 Buick which was used for a  film in Aus-

tralia. It was as the Admiral’s car in a World war II movie.   It was also used for pub-

licity for the  Dick Tracy movie when we all got dressed up as gangsters  for the 

Australian premier in Cairns.   

 

 In 1994  we decided to move to the USA.  After much consideration I decided 

to  take on a project - a car with plenty of parts back up, and freeway capable. The 

search began , I looked all over Phoenix and got to see some unbelievable junk 

and  high priced completed cars. I looked at  various  brands and in the end decided 

on a Mustang.   My  decision was influenced by a wish for a strong club  with plenty 

of activities  and events.   The Copperstate Mustang club got my attention as this 

club seemed to be very active.   
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The Mustang Mirror is a monthly publication of the Copperstate Mustang Club, 

Inc.  Submission deadline is the 2nd Wednesday of every month and can be sent 

to the club PO Box 50309, Phoenix AZ 85076.    

 

 

COPPERSTATE INFORMATION 

Be sure to contact an officer or board member for the many benefits 

 of belonging to The Copperstate Mustang Club!  

 



MEETING MINUTES 

Board Meeting - 02/06/2014 

Meeting opened at 6:30pm at Berge Ford 

Board Attending: JoAnn Martorano, Chris Valentino, Alyce Ancell, Dan Martorano, Becky Field, Tom  Martin, Greg 

Nelson, Phyllis Petrone, Ethel Marques  

Excused: Drew Peterson, Gerald Young 

Members Attending: Paul Marques, Chevy Neeper,  Bob Ancell  

JoAnn  opened the meeting 

 

Discussions included: 

A Report from Dan that an account  has been opened for the Ford Asset Scholarship program. It is to include dona-

tion containers  to help collect  donations. 

 

Trailer inventory has been completed. 

 

A club member update was given. AZ papers for the corporation are being filled out. 

There was much discussion about the pancake breakfast and at the general meeting, committee workers 

will  be scheduled for the duties, which include car parking, judging, games, and of course, pancake cooking. 

 

News articles for the next monthly news letter were discussed . Bob Ancell offered to arrange a pony trial 

for March 29 called Mustang scramble.  

Possible speaker for next meeting was suggested. 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:00pm 

After I delicious pancake  breakfast, on the side of a mountain, President JoAnn  Martorano, called the meeting to 

order. 

Board members present were Dan, Becky, Phyllis, Drew, Chris, Tom, Greg, Alyce, Ethel, and Gerald.  

New member: Donald Francis 

 

A report was given by Tim Francis, on the upcoming 50th anniversary party given by  Ford. Club members will be 

going to Charlotte and Las Vegas.  Programs and guest Celebrities will be at both locations. Members of our club will 

be leaving from our area on Wed. Look for signup sheet if you wish to join the group.  

 

AAHC up date was given by Tom and Dan.  

 

Member of the Month was Drew Peterson. 

 

50/50 drawing was won by Mike Brokke, which he donated the club. 

 

Awards for the cars in the parking lot of this breakfast event were given out. 

 

Fabian announced the upcoming parades for which cars are needed. 

 

Meeting adjourned 

General Meeting - 02/09/2014 



Member of the Month Cont. 

Therefore, in 1995 I decided on a red 1967 coupe, 
which is my present car.  It is a rust free car built 

in California and from what information I could 

obtain, had not been in the rust belt. On driving the 

car home, it become very apparent the car needed a 
complete front end rebuild as the tires would rub 

on the fenders on corners.  How and why the pre-

vious owner drove it on a daily  basis I will never 
know!   

 

I got it home all the same and then the work and 
learning how mustangs function began.   I learned 

that some time in the past some one  used a num-

ber of parts  that may have been ford but  should  

not have been  made to fit  my car i.e. hood hinges, 
roll bar, springs  to name a few . The car needed a 

paint job so I started the preparation and painted 

the car with lots of help from a friend next door.  I 
removed all the chrome and glass, sanded it down 

and then Dennis, my neighbor came in and did a great job spraying it.   All this went on while I also was away working in Los 

Vegas 
 

I should say here the Ethel got used to coming home with no where to sit as my beloved car bits would be on the sofas and 

chairs in the living room for safe keeping.  She was very, very happy when the paint job was done and her living room re-

stored.   
   

After driving the mustang for a while, I found that getting through emissions was a real pain; the Holley carb would dump fuel 

on top of the engine from time to time.  The answer was to swap it for an Edelbrock.   Over the next few years, I tried a num-
ber of engine up grades - some worked and some were disappointing. 

 

 I decided it was time to have look  inside the engine and once  again discovered  a mix of parts, a 289 crankshaft and rods in a 

302 block with heads with different casting numbers  The answer was to  change  the crank and rods to a 302, new pistons, 
rings, a set of Edelbrock heads   and manifold . This all worked well for a number of years.  

 

Then recently, on the way to a monthly club meeting, the engine started to lose power and make a noise you do not ever like to 
hear and stalled on an exit ramp.  It could not have been in a worse place as the cars were coming off the ramp to turn onto 

32nd street and could not see us.  Ethel had to help push it to a safer pace, all the time with a look out for the oncoming traffic.  

 Lucky for us, two young chaps came to our aid and got us off the road.  We had to call AAA but once it cooled down, 
I got it started and we limped home, missing the meeting.  

 

So out came the engine and a complete tear down revealed the crankshaft thrust bearing had failed destroying the block and 

shaft.  A  search  began ,  I found a complete short block  and got smart  and sent it  to a  machine shop  for a proper recondi-
tioning.  When I got it back I  reassembled it with new pistons, cam shaft and bearings,   Now that is has been run in,  I am 

happy to report this engine is a whole lot  better than its predecessor  ever was .  

 
As with all old cars it gets down to what's next.   The hood for this car should have turn indicators and I have found one but it 

needs painting.  There are also a lot of scratches on the rest of the car.  Following that, I would like to do something  with the 

lame power steering system  or may be just drive it. 
 

In any event, I hope this car will see many more years of driving and enjoyment and that Ethel and I will be able to continue 

with the Copperstate Mustang Car Club for many more years to come. 

 
Happy motoring everyone!   



Tech Talk 

By Dan Martorano 
 

March General Meeting: March 9th 

 
Spring Mustang Safety Inspection 

 

All members are invited to bring their Mustangs our March General Meeting to have 
their cars checked for the following safety items: 

Tires 

Alignment 
Tire Pressure 

Spare Tires 

Jack 
Fluids check/leaks 

Suspension 

Lights 
Wipers 

Brakes 

    Volunteers will check all of the above items , provide a safety check list and make 
recommendations on how to get any problem areas repaired. Safety inspection will be 

done at the end of the meeting in the parking lot. Volunteers will be needed please 

contact Dan Martorano with any questions 602-828-0340.  No repairs will be made on 
vehicles. 



Member of the Month February - Drew Peterson 

This story spans 40 years. The first of my Dynamic Duo was purchased by an aunt of mine in Des 

Moines, Iowa in 1972. A deep red 1966 convertible, black interior and top. Standard interior and 

289 2V, I had the privilege of keeping it the summer of 1973 in Council Bluffs, the best summer 

of my life-- as before that my wheels had been my father’s  1965 Buick Le Sabre!. The JOY of be-

ing seen in that car. But, alas, in the fall I had to return it. My aunt liked to drive it because it had 

power steering and disc brakes and she could “handle it”.  She kept the car until her death in 1987, 

though she had let a friend drive it who beat it up pretty bad, and those Iowa winters didn’t help.  

My older brother,Bob, inherited this car from her and took it to California. He worked on restoring 

it, getting the body work and engine in shape, new top and tires, but never completed the job and 

it set in his garage in Sacramento for 10 years undriven until he called me in 2010.  He knew he 

would never finish it, as his health was declining, and asked if I would take the car.  My son An-

drew and I took his trailer to Sacramento to get the car Labor Day weekend, 2010. We got every-

thing to restore the interior on site at Sacramento Mustang, and in one weekend finished the car so 

my brother could see it before we returned.  He passed one month later in October. The license is 

now “BOBZ 66”. 

The second Mustang is the one most of you have seen. My White Beauty, “DRUZ 66”, my aunt 

also bought, but in the fall of 1975.  It was a dream car from the beginning, road wheels, pony in-

terior, a real beauty.  She was the second owner. But she never drove it much because it did not 

have power steering. In the late 1970’s she developed emphysema pretty bad and knew she would 

never drive it. When Gail and I moved to Arizona in June 1981, after I finished medical school, 

she insisted we take the car with us, because she knew it would be loved and get good use here, 

and no rust.  

 In 1995 Fred Milici did a total frame off restoration that took a year, it was the first car he 

did after his retirement from Honeywell. I went to his house at least three time a week to help, at 

least what I could. Engine was good (though we upgraded it to a 4 BBL), but after body work, 

paint, new interior and top, and power steering, I showed the car in Concours for about 3 years.  I 

found a Rally Pac at a swap meet, and it also has Ford A/C, dual exhaust trumpets, fog lights and 

the AM/ Stereo 8 Track and it works great.  I won a few trophies, even trailered it to Albuquerque 

once.  But after that, I decided I liked driving it too much to keep it so perfect.   

Both cars are back together in my garage, like they were in the 70’s, and I think I heard the white 

one neigh when we brought the red one home that weekend in 2010, like two old friends seeing 

each other after 30 years. 

 

Drew Peterson 



Mustang Scramble! 

And what a fun scramble it will be!  Copperstate  members are invited to participate 
in a fun Mustang 

driving activity on Saturday morning March 29, 2014.  At 9:30 A.M. we will assem-

ble in the parking lot of  
Fiesta Mall near Dicks Sporting Goods (Northwest corner of U.S. 60 & Alma School 

Road). 

Each driver will be given a map and a list of easy questions to be answered by  scram-
bling to specific 

locations on the Mesa area map, i.e. what color is the house at 2914 E. Baseline Rd.? 

 
Once all of your questions have been answered you will drive to the Golden Corral 

Restaurant located at 1868 N. Power Rd. near McKellips Rd. where at 12:00 noon we 

will have a private dining room for a buffet lunch.  Each attendee will pay for their 
own lunch and gratuity.  Prizes will be based upon accuracy of questions  answered 

and the least  miles driven from the starting point. Odometer readings will be record-

ed.   
 

THIS IS NOT A RACE!  If you don’t complete all of the questions, head for the 

Golden corral where 
we  have a reservation  for 12:00 noon and not before. 

 

Now, gas up your steed and head for Fiesta Mall on Saturday  March 29, 2014 AT 
9:30 A.M. 

 

Questions:  Bob Ancell (480)983-2510 



AAHC Car Show 

      

AAHC No Toll Roads in AZ Car Show 2/1/2014 

 
 Lanes reserved for motorists who pay a toll to use them while everyone else sits in traffic 

on freeways we have already paid for. Arizona doesn’t have them, at least not yet. But the Legisla-

ture and city mayors have enacted legislation and are planning to convert existing HOV lanes to 

toll lanes or HOT lanes soon. 

  

 The Arizona Automobile Hobbyist Council is out to stop those plans. They sponsored the 

No Toll Roads in Arizona Car Show on Saturday, Feb. 1, at Sanderson Ford in Glendale. Entry 

fees went to fund the effort to educate voters of the need to sign a petition to put the issue on the 

ballot. The show offered trophies to the Top Ten, Best of Show, and Kids Choice to the more than 

93 cars and trucks that registered. Thirteen vendors provided displays and food.  

  

 Sanderson displayed three recently acquired vehicles from the auction season: 1951 Ford 

Custom Convertible, 1936 Ford Roadster, and a black l957 Lincoln Coupe. Tours of the impres-

sive auto and memorabilia museum were available. Sanderson also provided a very lively D.J. 

who provided very enjoyable tunes and games. Members cars featured were John Wazorick’s 

1957 Chevrolet Cameo pickup and Dan Martorano’s 1994 Ford Mustang-Roush that was a race 

training car at Bob Bondurant’s School of High Performance Driving. 

  

 Representation from Copperstate Mustang club was impressive, both in volunteers and cars 

attending. Chevie Neeper and JoAnn Martorano worked with Lorie and Chuck Brewer on registra-

tion. The C.A.R.S. Club of Sun Cities, Chuck McCracken, Dean Hillery, John Wazorick, Tom 

Martin, Bill Brough and Nick as well many others were the parking team. Dave Laskowski pro-

vided door prizes. Paul Tillwach, our esteemed Equipment Manager, delivered and picked up be-

cause he had to work but made sure we had everything. Bill Gilmore conducted the Kids Choice 

experience. Bill Brough and Dan Martorano provided information to guests on the petition effort. 

The famous “Toll Booth” was on display to attract attention. Al Tracy, President, coordinated the 

entire event as well as announcing, trophy presentation, and accumulating door prizes. 

  

 After 41 year of watching the impact of state and federal legislation, the organization is 

alive and going strong with its volunteers and Arizona car clubs keeping unfair and inappropriate 

laws from stealing fun from the automotive hobby. 



Fords on Fourth 

 



Fords on Fourth 

 



2014 Pancake Breakfast 

  

 I’d like to thank all of the volunteers that helped make the Pancake Breakfast a success.  We 

all had plenty to eat, played games that Tom Martin supervised.  Judged the Mustang entries and 

shared a good time together.  Again, thank you all for helping and thanks to our guests for making 

this a fun event. 

 

Dan  



2014 Pancake Breakfast 

  
 The Annual Pancake Breakfast of the Copperstate Mustang Club was held on Sunday Feb. 9th , 
2014., at North Mountain Park in Phoenix. We had a beautiful  day, perfect for pancakes, mingling with 
friends and showing off our ponies.  Attendance was approximately 20 cars, with 40 people in attend-
ance. Greg Okalita from Berge Ford,  and family were also there. We also picked up 2 new members.  
Pancakes were served, along with bacon sausage, fruit, juice and coffee or tea.  Everything was yum-
my!! 
 Thanks go out to Dan and JoAnn Martorano, Becky and Mitch Field, Cathy Collins, Chevi Neeper 
and Mike and Carol McMahon, from Massachusetts, friends of Dan who also helped in cooking and 
prep.    I'm sure there are others that I left out.  Tom Martin did a GREAT JOB of organizing this event, 
with a Mustang Trivia Quiz, with prizes, Lug Nut Toss won by Angelo Cellura, Tire Roll won by Fabian 
Pugliese,  and R/C road race won by Steve Naranjo.   
Car trophies were won by Ethel and Paul Marques, Chevi Neeper, Richard Cribben, Angelo Cellura, 
Phyllis Petrone, Greg Nelson, Ron Johnson, Catherine Walrod and Gerald Young.  It was a great event 
and we all went home with smiles, full tummies and trophies - a perfect day !! 
 
Phyllis  



Mustang 50th Anniversary Show 

I know the 50th Birthday Party is not until April, 2014, but we all need to start planning now.  You can go to 

www.mustang50thbirthdaycelebration.com to find more information about this event.  We have found out that 

there will be "special" parking for those who want to attend and display your car but want to come and go with your 

car at any time vs having your car in the event from the start of each day until the end of each day.  You will still 

need to register your car and pay the normal fees for the event.  We need to have at least 20 cars sign up in order to 

do this. 

I have attached an article about this option for parking your car.  Please read it for the detail.   

 If you would like to participate in this and/or have questions, please email George at gtm1gtpony@cox.net.  

  

http://www.mustang50thbirthdaycelebration.com/
mailto:gtm1gtpony@cox.net


Mustang 50th Anniversary Show - Events 

  

 



Arizona Auto Auctions 

      

 



Arizona Auto Auctions Cont. 

      

 



50th Anniversary of Winning 

      

 



50th Anniversary of Winning Cont. 

      

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Mar 2 Fords on Fourth Tucson: Show time 9am -3pm. Entry fee $30.00 includes t-shirt. Go to 

www.southernarizonamustangclub.org for registration form and more information. 

Mar 6 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Copperstate Mustang Club will be having its month-

ly Board Meeting at Berge Ford at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come out and participate. Help 

make our club successful. 

Mar 7-9 Goodguys Spring Nationals: Held at Westworld. Go to www.goodguys.com for additional infor-

mation 

Mar 9 Copperstate Mustang Club Monthly Meeting: 1:00 pm at the Community Hall of the Mount of 

Olives Church; 3546 E Thomas Rd, Phx; we will have snacks/deserts to enjoy during the meeting. 

We meet the second Sunday of each month at this location. Come out and enjoy yourself.  

Mar 15 St. Patrick's Day Parade: Contact Fabian Pugliese at www.tazmaninaz@cox.net or call 602-339-

3183.  

Mar 15-17 Automotive Swap Meet & Parts Exchange Glendale Comm. College 7am til ?  

Mar 22 10th Anniversary Catch a Wave Car Show: Held at Kiwanis Park Mill and Baseline. Go to 

www.kiwanisnueva.org  for additional information and registration form. 

Mar 22 March 22 Car Show All America Cars:At Sanderson Ford sponsored by Wild West Mustangs. 

Pre-registration $20.00 by March 14 after 14th $25.00.  Go to www.wildwestmustangsaz.com for 

additional information. 

Mar 29 March 29 Mustang Scramble sponsored by Copperstate Mustang: We will meet at Fiesta Mall 

at 9:30am near Dick’s Sporting Goods.  See article in newsletter for more details or call Bob Ancell 

480-983-2510. 

Mar 29 Swap Meet and Car Show:  Vehicles for show or For Sale $20.00  Go to 

www.phoenixcarswapmeet.com for additional information. 

Apr 3 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Copperstate Mustang Club will be having its month-

ly Board Meeting at Berge Ford at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come out and participate. Help 

make our club successful. 

Apr 13 Copperstate Mustang Club Monthly Meeting: 1:00 pm at the Community Hall of the Mount of 

Olives Church; 3546 E Thomas Rd, Phx; we will have snacks/deserts to enjoy during the meeting. 

We meet the second Sunday of each month at this location. Come out and enjoy yourself.  

Apr 17-20 MCA 50th Anniversary Show in LasVegas: Go to www.mca50thbirthdaycelebration.com for de-

tails on this show. 

Apr 27 Fabulous Fords Forever at Knott’s Berry Farm:  Go to www.FabulousFordsForever.com for 

additional information and registration form.  

May 15 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Copperstate Mustang Club will be having its month-

ly Board Meeting at Berge Ford at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come out and participate. Help 

make our club successful. 

May 18 Copperstate Mustang Club Monthly Meeting: 1:00 pm at the Community Hall of the Mount of 

Olives Church; 3546 E Thomas Rd, Phx; we will have snacks/deserts to enjoy during the meeting. 

We meet the second Sunday of each month at this location. Come out and enjoy yourself.  

http://www.wildwestmustangsaz.com/
http://www.phoenixcarswapmeet/


PO Box 50309 

Phoenix, AZ  85076 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PROUD SPONSORS 


