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MEMBER OF THE MONTH  

GENE PROBASCO  
 

 I am the original owner of a 65 Fastback.  I bought it while in the Navy, heading for 

the Pacific Missle Range, Point Mugu, California.  When I found out that I was getting shore 
duty off of the USS America CVA-66, I had several savings bonds that I sent home while I 

was in the Navy, so when I did get shore duty I could by a car. 

   My first choice was an Austin Healy but with $1500 down, payments were $150 per 

month, I couldnôt afford it.  So I went to Reed Mullan Ford on 16th Street and Camelback 
and my payments for a Mustang would be $68.00 per month!  The Mustang had 35 miles on 

the odometer when purchase for a total price of $3500.00! 

 When I was discharged from the Navy, I met Donna and was married in Oxnard, CA 

February 9th, 1969.  Which we just had our 43rd Wedding Anniversary! 

 We moved back to Arizona in 1970 and then joined the Copperstate Mustang Club 
in 1980.  I have a log book on everything that has been done since Iôve owned the car, from 

oil changes to light bulb changes, and any work done on the Mustang, along with pictures of 

all the restorations done as well. 
 A guy came up to me and offered me $30,000.00 and said that I have had it long 

enough and to let someone else enjoy it.  I told him, ñIôm  still enjoying it, ha!ò  How many 

people keep their cars for 43+ years.  Besides my wife says if she sells it, it would be for at 

least $100,000.00 and no less. 
 Now days the old horse stays at home and is used for just short runs to the grocery 

store or the doctorôs office.  It has over 300,000 miles on her and she looks beautiful. 
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COPPERSTATE INFORMATION  

Be sure to contact an officer or board member for the many benefits 

 of belonging to The Copperstate Mustang Club!  



 

MEETING MINUTES  

         Executive Board Meeting 
                                     04/11/2012       

All officers were present with the exception of Tom Martin. 
Car Show update ï Move cars Friday the 13th at 5 pm.  Set-up at 7 am Saturday the 14th.  Parking was discussed. 

Jeff got an e-mail from ñJoin the Clubò asking if we wish to participate with pictures of our 64-1/2 to 73 cars. Will 

ask the membership at the General Meeting. 

Fabian needs help with the parades . 
There is a baseball event at ASU on May 5th.  They are asking for cars. Will take to the General meeting 

Patrick Sweeney is Mayôs member of the month. Showing the car of the month at Berge was discussed. 

There is a new Car Club in Arizona which covers Casa Grande and surrounding area.  The name is Desert Sky Mus-
tangs and Jones Ford is their sponsor. 

Motion was made by Dan Martorano and seconded by Phyllis Petrone to award 2 $500 scholarships to the Ford As-

set Program at GCC. 
Need a volunteer for the Ice Cream Social on June 23rd. 

Patrick Sweeney was added a club photographer. 

Sam & Luda Richmond will bring refreshments for the April meeting. 

We will have a speaker of the month at the General Meeting Angelo Cellura will talk about computer tricks for ac-
cessing the most information from Craigôs List. 

Long distance numbers canôt get the blaster messages. 

Make sure Chris Valentino gets the new member list. 
A discussion was held regarding the direction of the club. 

We are looking for someone to attend the AAHC meetings on our behalf. Will ask at the general meeting.  Also 

need to pay our dues to the AAHC 
There is currently legislation to make the HOV lanes toll roads.  The yellow light at intersections is one second 

shorter and the intersection is shortened causing more red light running and if you speed up to get through the light 

you may get a speeding ticket. You can track this legislation on thenewspaper.com or toll roads. Com. 

With no further business to discuss the meeting adjourned. 

Lee Knowlton - 2012  Blue with White Stripes  Shelby GT350 Convertible. 



 

MEETING MINUTES Cont.  

General Meeting 
04/15/2012 

Roll Call of Officers:  All Officers were present with the exception of Don Cook. 

Member of the Month- Patrick Sweeney 

Added Patrick Sweeney as another Club Photographer. 

Patrick Sweeney will take over sending pictures of our 64-1/2 to 73 cars to ñJoin the Clubò 
There is a new Mustang Club in Arizona ñDesert Sky Mustangsò.  The president is Ed Baum. 

Looking for members to attend the ASU Baseball Game/ Car Show on May 5th. Cost of tickets is $6 for general admission and $9 for 

reserved seating. 

Tom martin will be our representative to the AAHC and will get us an application so that we may pay our dues. 

AAHC is watching legislation in our state concerning toll roads, red light running . The extraction of salt from Bonneville Salt Flats to 

be sold by  companies. The legislation on toll roads is reciprocal with several other states. 

Desert Classic Cars is offering a Dyno Day to our club if we can get 10 cars to participate.  The cost, if we get 10 cars, will only be 

$50. 

Jeff Minx will be our MCA Representative. 

Asked if everyone is getting the blaster messages.  It was noted that if you have a long distance number, you will not get the blaster 

messages. 
Tom Martin explained how the GCC Asset Program get started with a donation of half the price of the sale of Max Salisburyôs car. He 

explained that the money from the scholarship doesnôt need to go to tools or tuition.  It can go to the studentôs general expenses. The 

applicant must be sponsored by a Ford dealer.  The Ford dealer then helps them get their tools and if they stay with the dealership for 

two years the dealer will take a certain amount of the cost of their tools from each paycheck and the after two years they will reim-

burse the student. 

Russo Steele is having a show in Monterey in August and they will need our help again in December. Received a thank you e-mail for 

our support. 

The Board is reviewing the surveys from last month and will discuss changes that may be made. 

Past Events- St Patrickôs Day Parade- 4 cars attended.  Pat Sweeney received a 1st place in his class at the Super Ford  Shootout at 

Sanderson sponsored by Wild West Mustangs. Attendance was low.   

Phoenix Coyotes Hockey Game ï 10 to 12 cars from 3 clubs attended.  It was a good event. 
Jenna Bearôs 5th Annual Car Show @ Peoria Sports Complex. Not as big as last year but they had some really big prizes.        

Copperstate Mustang Clubôs Spring Fling.  Had 65 cars in attendance and 5 Display cars. It was touted as a good show. 

COMING EVENTS 

Chevie Neeper spoke about  a possible road trip to Verde Canyon on May 19th.  That is the date of our next meeting and there was not 

enough interest to warrant the trip.  Chevie will try again for June. 

There is a cruise on Mill Avenue in Tempe on May 19th.  Contact Sara Eason at 480-355-6073 if interested. 

Third Friday gathering at Culverôs at 825 E Camelback on April 20th at 6:30 pm 

Fabulous Fords Forever at Knottôs Berry Farm weekend of April 22nd. 

The Cannonball Phoenix Spree is May 4-5 and deadline to enter is April 22nd go to www.tourecco.com for more information. 

Car Show at Living Streams Church on April 28th. Church is located at Central And Glendale. Show runs from 9 am to 1 pm and the cost is $15 per 

car.  Register on-line at livingstreams.org/events.  

ASU Baseball Game/Car Show against Utah. Contact AlexisClayton@asu.edu or call her at (480) 727-3522.  Tickets are $6 for gen-
eral admission or $9 for reserved seating. Will meet at In and Out Burger located at 202 and Scottsdale Road at 5 pm for dinner and 

caravan to the game which is at 6:30pm. 

Dream Machine Car Show noon to 5pm at Glendale Park & Swap on May 12th. The preregistration deadline is April 29th Go to www. 

Konnectedentertainment.net  The Latino Rebel Band will provide music. 

Mountain Motor Madness Car & Bike Show at YC Center and Technical Education Center located at 220 Ruger Road in Prescott.  

Show will run from noon to 5 pm. Contact Kren Smith @ (928) 717-7760 or e-mail www.karen.smith@vc.eduThe Route 66 Car 

Show is the 1st weekend in September. The Ramada Hotel has rooms under Copperstate Mustang Club for $70 per night. 

The next Executive Board meeting is May 16th @ Berge Ford at 6:30 pm and the June Executive Board meeting is June 6th Also at 

Berge Ford at 6:30 pm. 

The Pantera Club is having their National Show in Phoenix.  Angelo Cellura spoke about tricks to get the most out of your Craigôs 

List experience.  Doris Minx won $15.00 in the 50/50 Drawing.  Meeting adjourned. 

http://www.tourecco.com
mailto:Clayton@asu.edu
http://www.karen.smith@vc.edu


 

Spring Fling Show Update  

 

Despite dire predictions of rain, the Copperstate Mustang Clubôs Spring Fling 

went forward.  We had some cold winds but all in all it was a good day. 
There were 65 cars entered and 5 Display cars.  The winner of the Berge 

Choice award was  Jim Boyd  and he also  won a first place in his class.  We 

had several Honorable mention winners as well as the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
winners.  There were many nice door prizes for which several people did not 

get their tickets for the drawing  as they did not hear the announcement as to 

where to place their tickets. 
 We sold 78 hamburgers, 24 hotdogs and 10 chicken sandwiches as well 

as chips, sodas and water.   

 The wind kept the weather from being too hot but also created some 
wind burns.  Weôll hope for better weather for next yearôs Spring Show. 

 As to that, if we are to have a Fall Show we need someone to step up to 

be the chairperson and help with the planning. 
 

 I would like to express a special thank you to Greg Nelson for all the 

pictures he took and for the CDôs of the pictures he created. 
 

 I also want to thank those who donated prizes for the show.  Among 

those were Berge Ford, M D Anderson Cancer Center, Phyllis Petrone, 

Bob Bickel,  Mitch Field, OôReilly Auto Parts, The Mustang Shop, Gerald 

Young, My Three Sons, Discount Tire, Cold Stone Creamery, Applebeeôs, 

California Mustang, Mustangs Plus and Scott Drake.  These were all very 

nice gifts and goodie bag items. 

Thank you to all who participated in the show and I hope you enjoyed your 

day. 
 

 

 
Becky Field 

Show Chairperson 

 



 

Times òThey are a Changinó  

 
I recently read an article in the popular old peopleôs magazine ñAARPò that the classic car rage that has been going on these last 

10 -15 years is on the decline.   In fact the article stated that our generation ñ35 ï 65 years oldò, (Iôve widened the perimeters for 

personal reasons) will probably be the last generation to have the feelings that we all share for our cars.    

 They say in the article that the ñYoungerò generations of techies are far too wrapped up in personal computers, laptops 
and the internet to experience the feelings and pride that we have for our cars. 

 Younger people donôt run out on their 16th Birthday, as many of us have done, to take their driverôs test so that they can 

drive for the first time. Many young people in the  larger cities donôt go after their driverôs license until their later teens, or early 
20ôs. 

 Unfortunely, theyôre to busy sitting in front of their computer screens, or TV sets playing video games, instead of being 

outside and doing more physical things or experiencing ñrealò life vs ñvirtualò life. 
 I believe, as part of the article mentioned, that our fixation with these ñold carsò is the memories that we have, when 

both us, and these cars were younger and newer. 

 Iôve had my share of cars over the years and many memories of the good times and bad times (I used to be a Chevy 

guy) associated with these cars, and of the friends that I shared these memories with. I feel sad that the ñYoungerò generation 
may miss out on these wonderful times. 

 It is up to our generation to share these memories with the younger people and encourage them to join us in our adven-

tures and comradery with our classic cars. Iôve worked over the years with other members of   Copperstate to open up member-
ship to the newer Mustangs (we used to be a club of 1964 -1973 Mustangs only) that has been very successful. We now have 

many newer, late model Mustangs in our club, and both older and younger members are sharing memories and ideas. Older 

members are driving newer Mustangs as their daily drivers, and young members are looking for early Mustangs to work on and 
enjoy. 

 Iôve watched the interest in Model Aôs and Model Tôs and now, the early T-Birds dwindle down to a point that they are 

no longer desired or valued as they once were. I  think this is in part that the younger people can not relate to them or have 

memories related to them. Part of the founding of Copperstate Mustang Club was the idea of preserving the idea and conception 
of the early Mustangs, Thank you to ñBill Hopkinsò for starting the club and for the insight that this was a necessary and re-

warding endeavor. If it was not for people like Bill Hopkins, do you really think the new Mustangs that we enjoy today would 

exist? Ford had turned the Mustang out to pasture and created a replacement ñthe Probeò to take its place.  Do you know anyone 
that still drives a ñProbeò? ñProbe, doesnôt the name say it all! 

 Look around at all the ñRetroò cars that Fordsô competition has created. The Camaro, , The Charger, The Challenger, 

the VW Bug, they have all tried to create the excitement of yesterdayôs cars and dreams, but not one of them stands up to the 

Mustangôs popularity. 
 Maybe we discovered something ñspecialò when we were younger, something that keeps the spirit alive. Have you no-

ticed the cars, the clothes, the music, it keeps coming back into fashion. ñThank Godò that most of us settled on the cars instead 

of some of those other things that we went through, like Bell Bottom Pants, Hip Huggers, Disco, Big Hair and I could go on and 
on, but you know what I mean. 

 Keep the memories, good or bad; enjoy your cars for as long as you can. Like everything else in life someday it will 

come to an end. I canôt imagine anyone trying to save the Corolla, or Honda Accord from the junkyard. 
 We just had our Spring Car Show, smaller than usual, (7O cars), but I think that is because of the economy. Most events 

attendance is lower than in times past as people have to choose which events they can afford to attend. We at Copperstate try to 

ñGive the Best Bang for the Buckò in providing entertainment, food and memories at a reasonable cost. 

 We need to support our Club, our Hobby, and preserve the Mustang and our memories for as long as we can, much will 
depend on the younger generation. Do we want to become a society of people who forget what its like to enjoy the excitement 

of watching, or driving that ñSharp Car,ò or listening to the sound of that dual exhaust, or that engine reviving to the redline on 

the tach! 
 How many times have you ñdrivinò your Mustang down the road, or pulled into that parking lot and someone said 

NICE CAR.  Donôt forget it and help someone else get that same enjoyment. Support your club, support your hobby and sup-

port your country. 
  

Always, 

Dan M  



 

Spring Fling Pictures  


