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Always A Work In Progress 
 

Our 1966 GT 350 H (replica) started its life in Dearborn, MI in November 1965, as 

base Springtime Yellow, A-code convertible. It spent the next (30) years 

In Indianapolis, IN until it was sold to another Indiana native, who now lived in 

Northern Illinois. That it where I came in… 

 

 

 

 

 

  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Dan Martorano  602-437-8177  Tom Martin  602-621-0590 

Becky Field  480-813-6838  Greg Nelson  562-673-4502 
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CHIEF JUDGE      Chris Valentino  817-247-9204 
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WEBMASTER      Greg Nelson  

        greg_j_nelson@msn.com 
  

MCA REPRESENTATIVE    Tim Francis  281-753-7158 

CLUB MERCHANDISE     Becky Field  480-813-6838 
 

PARADE COORDINATOR    Fabian Pugliese  602-339-3183 
 

CLUB PHOTOGRAPHER    Greg Nelson  

        greg_j_nelson@msn.com 

         

CLUB WEBSITE      www.copperstatemustangclub.com 

 

The Mustang Mirror is a monthly publication of the Copperstate Mustang Club, 

Inc.  Submission deadline is the 2nd Wednesday of every month and can be sent 

to the club PO Box 50309, Phoenix AZ 85076.    

 

 

COPPERSTATE INFORMATION 

Be sure to contact an officer or board member for the many benefits 

 of belonging to The Copperstate Mustang Club!  

Richard and Gabriele Pender 



MEETING MINUTES 

Board Meeting - 09/13/2014 

Officers Present: JoAnn  Martorano, Chris Valentino, Alyce Ancell, Ethel  Marques,  

Board Members Present: Tom Martin, Becky Field, Dew Peterson, Dan Martorano, Greg Nelson, Phyllis Petrone, 

Members Attending:  Bob Ancell, Chevie Neeper, Paul Marques 

 

Meeting called to order by JoAnn.  Treasurer report was given by Ethel. 

JoAnn reported that all the prior club members names had been engraved on the club plaque. 

JoAnn reported that she talked to the accountant that had been working on our filing status and required filings 

for the IRS. The bill to the club is $500. This will be paid when a copy of all paperwork is received. 

A check to the insurance company for club insurance was $500 and paid. After checking it was found out that 

premium should be smaller and a refund of $235 should be sent to the club. 

Dan reported that money from some of the club sponsors for show items has been received. 

A motion was made by Dan and seconded by Phyllis to pay hotel and banquet expenses for Bill Hopkins  

This is for the time of our club car show in Oct. Motion passed. 

Chevie asked about Hospitality expenses and was told they will be worked out at our show meeting. 

A reminder was given to all about the Oct meeting being held at Camelback Chase bank parking lot, 

 where the original first meeting of the club was held. 

Show meeting will be Thursday, September 25. Meeting place will be announced later. 
 

Meeting opened by President JoAnn with pledge to the flag. 

  

Officers Present: JoAnn Martorano, Chris Valentino, Alyce Ancell, Ethel Marques 

Board Members Present: Tom Martin, Becky Field, Dan Martorano, Greg Nelson, Phyllis Petrone 

Drew Peterson 

New members introduced were Richard and Gabriele Pender 

Treasurer report was given by Ethel. She explained about the premium and refund that will be coming to the club. 

AAHC continuing information on what the concerns and activities are was given by Tom. Many questions and an-

swers  

were talked about. 

Member of the month Becky Field was given a gift card from Cold Stone. 

JoAnn reported that many items from the 50th anniversary party are available on line. 

Tim reported MCA will be holding elections. The club is a member and many in club are members of MCA. 

If anyone has questions on people that are running for office or how to vote, call Tim. 

All who went to the Lunar Golf reported what a fun time it was. Many stories of what happened were told.  

Thanks to Bob and Alyce for sponsoring and planning the event. 

Chevie gave  information on the upcoming pizza party. This is at a new location and will have a private room 

for the club members and very good pizza for all. More information will be in newsletter. 

50/50 money was won by Ethel.  

A reminder to everyone about the Oct general meeting being held at 44th and Camelback Chase Bank parking 

which is where the club got it’s beginning! 

Show meeting will be Thurs Sept. 25. 

Thank you to Phyllis for providing great refreshments. 

Meeting adjourned. 

General Meeting - 09/14/2014 



Pizza Party - November 8th, 2014 

 

 

PIZZA PARTY AT LA FAMIGLIA 
  

Saturday November 8 at 6:00 PM 
  

1859 W Guadalupe Suite 101 ( S E Corner Dobson/ Guadalupe Mesa) (480) 722-1777 

  

Park Mustangs for display at 6pm, Pizza served at 6:30pm 

 

Pizza & Soda  FREE for Club Members so WEAR your  Badges 

           

La Famiglia is an Italian Family Owned & Run Restaurant with wonderful pizza. We will set it 

up buffet style indoors this year in a large private room. There is also access to an outdoor pa-

tio but that is not exclusive for us. 

 

We will arrange reserved parking for our Mustangs around the room (there are big windows all 

around) & need some volunteers to help with  parking.  

 

For more info contact Chevie Neeper    (602) 992-3612 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

It was not a PGA ( professional golf association) event, but the golfing com-

petition was just as keen on Saturday, September 13th  when CMC members 

gathered at Lunar Miniature Golf in Mesa’s  Superstition  

Mall.  Some players aced a hole or two while other players ……well, took a 

few more strokes. 

 

We broke for donated refreshments of hot dogs, chips and sodas while con-

templating Chevie Neeper’s winning the boobie prize. 

 

Each player paid $10 for unlimited miniature golf, or the senior rate of $8. 

 

Those  CMC members attending had a fun experience in an air cooled at-

mosphere and were asking for more such activities for the future. 

Mustang Club Golfer Wannabes 



Car Show Weekend 

JoAnn and I just returned from a great “Car” weekend in California. 

  

 The car shows we were going to were the Saleen show/open house on Saturday September 20 at the Saleen 

factory in Corona California. 

 We left Friday morning and headed from Corona. We got there Friday afternoon and stopped by Saleen to 

see if we could help with the show. We were welcomed by all. What nice people to work with. 

 Saturday morning we helped with parking and registration. We had Saleen Mustangs from all years, S-7 

coupes, Mustangs-Roush’s, early cars and the new Saleen Camaros and Challengers on display. 

 Steve Saleen introduced his newest addition, the new Tesler Electric car with Saleen upgrades to suspen-

sion and visual efforts. What a car! This is the first version of an upgraded Performance Electric Car.  

 In addition, the new2015 Mustang conception drawings, and renditions were there for everyone to view. 

 A great show with 100 plus cars.  After the show we went out dinner with Steve, his family, and staff. 

What a wonderful bunch of people. 

 Sunday morning we headed to the one of the biggest Mustang shows on the west coast. Formerly known 

ass the Queen Mary show the show has out grown the location and has moved to the Long Beach area known as 

“The Pike”. The location is large enough to handle up to 1000 cars on the grass. The Pike us a large park located 

behind the Long Beach Aquarium. The location over looks the harbor with the Queen Mary in the background. 

 This is the first show at this location and the Beach Cities Mustang Club had more than 350 cars show up. 

This is  better than the  old Queen Mary location, plenty of restaurants, sites to see and plenty of room to expand.  

 We had a great time at this show, got to see many of old Mustang friends, meet new people and enjoy the 

day on the shore. 

 After all this fun, it was time to head home – back to Arizona and Phoenix. Six hours later home and time 

to unpack. Great weekend hope you can join us next year. 

 October 4 – back to California, this time we’re off to the San Diego’s “Mustangs By The  Bay.” 

 

 

Dan and JoAnn 

  
  



Car Show Weekend Cont. 

 



2015 Mustang at Berge Ford 

  

A 2015 Mustang was on display briefly at Berge Ford on 10/01/2014: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



2015 Mustang at Berge Ford 

 



Fall Car Show Help 

ATTENTION!! 

 

Copperstate’s Fall Car Show is NEXT MONTH!!!  In order for the show to be a success we need 

your help.  There are several different areas that you can assist in.  From setup, to tear down, reg-

istration, judging, and getting companies to donate items for goodie bags.  We are asking for your 

help if you can in order to make this show the best in order to honor the Mustang’s 50th Birthday 

and the Club’s 35th Anniversary as well.  If you can help, please contact a board member with the 

area you would like to assist in.  For those that would like to judge please contact me, Chris Val-

entino.  I will be setting up some judging classes to go over some key points.  And don’t worry we 

will not be judging the undercarriage of the cars.  Thank you! 

 

 

 
 



Fall Car Show 

 



Fall Car Show 



Member of the Month Cont. 

 Responding to an ad in a local newspaper (this was 1998 and I did not even have a cell phone yet), I struck a 

deal with the owner to buy it. This was my first convertible and I was excited to have a vintage Mustang once again. 

That excitement blinded me to some hidden flaws, but overall it was a fairly solid car from the “Rust Belt”. 

 This was actually my 7th Mustang, my first being a 1965 Coupe, that I bought with my yard work savings, in 

the fall of 1968.  That first car was traded for a 1966 coupe, which had most available options, including A/C.  Sur-

prisingly, my father ( a cross between  a famous religious figure and a hippy of the day) bought an almost new 1969 

Mach 1, but did not like it. We swapped cars and some cash and I got the Mach. Not too long after that, my father 

totaled the ’66…Interesting, the parent smashing up the teenagers’ car…but I digress. Several years later, that ’66 

Mustang became a parts car and eventually grafted into a ‘65 six-cylinder coupe, which I had no title for. The car-

cass was then crushed (hey, this was Chicago where the bone yards were run by bad guys…) 

 So enough about Mustangs I 

wished I kept and back to our current 

GT 350 H replica convertible story. Af-

ter buying the once Springtime yellow 

“A” code 289 premium fuel 3 speed, I 

did some minor repairs and set off to get 

a basic paint job. It was classic “mission 

creep”, leading to a 90% vehicle resto-

ration. It was not my original intent to 

make it a Shelby clone, but the restora-

tion shop talked me in to it, since my 

concept was going into that direction 

anyway. I liked the clean badge-less 

lines, which I was now getting on all 

my new sheet metal. 

 Over the next 3-4 years, further 

performance, suspension and safety fea-

tures were added. Having greatly ex-

ceeded my original budget on body pan-

els, etc., I wanted to keep the fit and finish intact, so every possible stiffener available was added. Full-length sub-

frame connectors (frame rails actually) were welded in along with a custom four-point roll bar.  Heavy duty springs; 

shocks and anti-sway bars front and rear were added along with a new export brace and Monte Carlo bar. The 

whole driveline was upgraded, to include a W/C T-5 transmission and an Auburn 350 limited slip differential.  

More recently, a replacement engine was necessary along with further carb and ignition upgrades, etc. 

 My wife Li and I enjoy going on cruises and other club activities. To help in that effort and make the road 

trips more comfortable, the standard interior was upgraded to the stock looking sport seats, which include the extra 

bolster. Some of our Long road trips included the MCA national show in Van Nuys, CA in 2009 and the Mustang 

50th in Las Vegas (see photos).  

 We do our best to maintain the Mustang and hope to enjoy it for many years to come. 

 

 



Tech Talk - Headlights 

      

 Most vehicles manufactured from the mid-50’s thru late 70’s shared the same basic compo-

nents in their design. One of the early problems involved electrical charging systems and lighting 

components.  

 The earliest charging systems consisted of generators and simple voltage regulators. In 

1965 most American auto manufactures changed from 6volt electric systems to 12volt electric 

systems. Unfortunately they under designed the wiring and charging systems during the change 

over. They felt that lighter gauge wiring and the alternators of the day would supply the needed 

current to handle the needs of the everyday driver. 

 Although in most situations these systems were adequate for the time, they are not able to 

meet the demands of today’s high power lighting components, air conditioning, stereos and igni-

tion systems.  

 The lighting on older cars is very weak and causes problems when driven at night. We now 

have much brighter headlamps and tail lamps to allow us to see better while driving at night.   

 These new components will not work well with our original wiring, and will either fail and 

blow fuses or circuit breakers, or cause a fire and damage to our cars. The original headlamp 

switch in our cars was not designed to handle the current to power of these new headlamps. When 

you least expect it the bi-metal breaker in the headlight switch will fail and leave you driving 

down the road and suddenly your headlights will go out and you will be left in the dark. 

 I had designed a circuit to correct this problem and have used it a number of times over the 

years without any problems. It cost about $80 - $100 to build and install this circuit, and has been 

available to purchase for about $ 150.00. I recently found a unit that will do the job perfectly, that 

can be installed in less than 30 minutes by almost anyone. 

 The cost for this new unit is $55.00 plus tax. This unit will allow you to use halogen lamps, 

xenon lights or whatever. This is one of the best things to come out to help our cars. It couldn’t be 

easier. 

 The rear lights can be upgraded by several methods, simply removing the trim and red lens, 

and painting the inside of the tail light buckets a bright white this will almost double the bright-

ness of your tail lights. 

 You can also upgrade the lamps from #1034 or 1157 lamps to LED tail light modules or up-

grade to LED sequential tail lights. Also multiple lamp assembles are available as upgrades. 

 Lighting systems are easily upgrades and components are not very pricy. These components 

are mostly universal and will work with most vehicles manufactured between 1955 and 1993. If 

you have friends, or neighbors with cards made during these years pass on the information to help 

out. If you are interested in locating any necessary parts to upgrade lighting give me a call.  

 Charging systems are a little more complicated, but if anyone is interested let me know and 

I’ll write an article about it.  

 

Dan  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Oct 5 Mustangs by the Bay San Diego: Show is next to Sea Port Village in the park.   Go to 

www.sdmustangclub.com to register for the show and additional information. Cost $35.00 for 

show.  

Oct 9 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Copperstate Mustang Club will be having its month-

ly Board Meeting at Berge Ford at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come out and participate. Help 

make our club successful. 

Oct 12 CLUB MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 44ST AND CAMELBACK- CHASE BANK PARK-

ING LOT. This is place it all started 35 years ago. Time: 1pm refreshments will be serviced.  

Oct 25 Copperstate Fall Car Show: CMC Great Pumpkin Car Show and Banquet to be held at the Holi-

day Inn, (Country Club and US60) Mesa. Car registration is $30.00. Free  t-shirt and poster to first 

100 cars. Go to www.copperstatemustangclub.com for more details  

Nov 6 Copperstate Mustang Club Board Meeting: Copperstate Mustang Club will be having its month-

ly Board Meeting at Berge Ford at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come out and participate. Help 

make our club successful. 

Nov 8 Copperstate Mustang Club Pizza party:  Pizza Night. This will be free to club members. Will be 

held at La Famiglia  pasta at 1859 W. Guadalupe Rd, Mesa. Please contact Chevie Neeper 602-992-

3612 is planning to attend  

Nov 9 Copperstate Mustang Club Monthly Meeting : Held at Mount of Olives Church 3546 E Thomas 

Rd. Time: 1pm Refreshments will be severed.  

Nov 22 Desert Sky Mustangs of Casa Grande is having a All Ford Powered and Mustang show at the 

Ultra Star MultiTainment Center Ak Chin Casino  $20.00 for pre-registration. Show from 9-

2.  

Nov 22 Turkey night at the Pavilions  - Scottsdale 

Dec 6 Toys for Tots at Berg Ford  

Dec 14 Club Christmas Party at Holiday Inn, 44st and McDowell more details to follow.  

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.sdmustangclub.com/
http://www.copperstatemustangclub.com/


PO Box 50309 

Phoenix, AZ  85076 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PROUD SPONSORS 


