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Bill Hopkins is our member of the month for September, Bill as most of
you know founded the Copperstate Mustang Club thirty six years ago.
Before Bill started Copperstate he was very active in the Thunderbird club. Over the years Bill and his wife “Vi” worked on and restored
several early T-Birds, especially the 4 seater Birds of the late fifty’s and
early sixties. Let’s go back even further.
Bill was raised in southern Missouri, in and around the small town
of Cape Girardeau . Bill and his childhood friends spent their early years
working in model-A’s ands T’s and early flat heads. After graduating
high school and learning how to fly airplanes something happened to
Bill in a big way “World War II” broke out. Bill enlisted in the Navy, but
due to health reasons Bill was unable to fly airplanes and served his time
in the Navy aboard a ship fighting in the South Pacific.
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The Mustang Mirror is a monthly publication of the Copperstate Mustang Club,
Inc. Submission deadline is the 2nd Wednesday of every month and can be sent
to the club PO Box 50309, Phoenix AZ 85076.

Be sure to contact an officer or board member for the many benefits
of belonging to The Copperstate Mustang Club!

MEETING MINUTES
Board Meeting - 8/6/2015
Officers Present: JoAnn Martorano, Chris Valentino, Alyce Ancell, Sara Talahogva, Ethel Marques
Board Members Present: Tom Martin, Dan Martorano, Greg Nelson, Drew Peterson, , Ethan Peterson
Club Members present Bob Ancell and Paul Marques alternate
Treasurer report was given by Ethel
Club insurance is due $388. Motion to pay by Dan and seconded by Tom. Bill will be paid in full now.
JoAnn said the club was invited to attend an event for Aug 19. This will be at Nicantoni Pizza and hosted by
club member Vinny Tuccillo. Location is McQueen and Warner. Signup sheet will be at general meeting.
Bob reported Octane Racing is set for Sept. It is open to all members and each is responsible for whatever event they wish to
participate in. Signup sheet for a count of those going will be at the general meeting.
A Fall show committee meeting will held at the general meeting. All are encouraged to sign up for and to be included and
part of this committee for the fall show Oct 17. Budget, raffle, music and work participation will be discussed at the meeting
and dates for further meetings will be discussed. Suggestion was made to send fliers to other clubs.
Chris put out an idea that was offered by MCA. The question is would our club be interested in hosting a National MCA
show in 2019. This will be discussed by the entire membership as it involves much planning and work.
Alyce showed a window decal sample that the printer provided. The board approved the window decal. Cost is $300 plus
shipping.
Refreshment for September will be provided by Phyllis.
Meeting adjourned.

General Meeting - 8/9/2015
Meeting opened by President JoAnn with a pledge of allegiance to the flag.
Officers Present: JoAnn Martorano, Ethel Marques, Sarah Talagongva, Alyce Ancell
Board Members Present: Greg Nelson, Dan Martorano, Drew Peterson, Tom Martin
Alternate: Paul Marques
Welcome new members Dennis Ketterer and Nancy McKee
Guests were Don and Elaine
Treasurer report was given by Ethel.
Member of the month of July, Paul Marcantonio, was given his plaque. Richard Pender, member of the month April,
was given his plaque.
The Watson Lake show was talked about by Ethel, Paul, Paul and Richard. All enjoyed the show of cars, engines and
swap meet items.
50/50 drawing was won by Ron Columbo.
Tim reported on the MCA. The election of next year officers is taking place soon. He also talked about the MCA 40 th
Anniversary Show to be held in Indianapolis in 2016 in September. This is held at the Brickyard speedway and entrants will be allowed to lap the track.
On Wed. August 19, club members are invited to Nicantoni’s Pizza at 1430 W Warner. This is to display your car and
to enjoy the pizza if you choose to treat yourselves.
Bob talked about Octane Raceway event planned for Sept 18. Many members are signed up to attend the event.
Tom recognized “Drew” our chief of the ice cream social last month. Everyone gave him a big applause for his work.
Everyone signed up for the CMC Fall Car Show committee agreed to meet after the general meeting.
Thank you to Richard and Gabby for the treats at this meeting.
Next board meeting is Sept 3 at Berge Ford at 6:30. All members are invited to attend.

Member of the Month Cont...
After the war ended, Bill returned to southern Missouri to resume his life. Unfortunately
Bill had a medical condition and it was recommended he relocate to the southwest. Bill had started school to become an undertaker, and was able to transfer his credits to a school in Phoenix.
One of Bill’s duties at the funeral home was to transport patients at the local hospitals to the
funeral home for burial. His wife “Vi” short for Viola was studying to become a nurse at one of
the hospitals that Bill was assigned. They met during a break, started dating and fell in love.
Vi was from a small town in Northern Arizona named Seligman and both of them shared
common likes coming from the small communities that they had grown up in. Both Bill and Vi
complemented each other and enjoyed their times together while working on and restoring their
many cars.
After marriage Bill decided to change careers and went to work for the post office. Vi graduated from nursing school and pursued her career in nursing. Some years later Vi went to work at
Garrett engineering in their private medical department. Bill held various positions in the postal
service until retirement. Together they attended many car events thru out the Southwest and
Southern California.
In 1965 when Ford announced the coming of the Mustang, Bill immediately became very
fond of this new car and couldn’t wait until he could afford to get his hands on one.
Shortly after his introduction to the Mustang Bill asked the question, “Do other people feel
the way I do about this new car, and would they be interested in forming a club to enjoy doing
things with this car, like cruises, get togethers” just like Bill and VI had enjoyed in the T-Bird
club. Bill placed an Ad in the local Phoenix paper and the rest is history. Copperstate Mustang
Club was started.
We’ve all enjoyed our ponies and good times all these years. A lot of good members have
come and gone over the years. We lost Bill’s love,
“Vi” a few years back, along with some other good friends that made Copperstate the great club it
is today.
Bill still is very active in the club today at almost 90 years old and I still see the twinkle in
his eye when he comes over to help with the work on our ponies. Although he doesn’t turn
wrenches much anymore, he still is a world of knowledge on the cars, and he’s as much in love
with the new Mustang as he was when Ford first came out with the 65 Mustang.
Thanks “Bill” for the years and memories you have shared.
Dan M.

Pizza Night
On Wednesday, August 19th, the Copperstate Mustang Club had a Meet and Greet at Nicantoni’s
Pizza in Gilbert. We had about 30 Mustangs in the parking lot and a full house inside the restaurant.
Word spread about the M&G via social media as well as through the monthly meeting of the
Club. We actually had ~7 of the Mustangs in the parking lot belonging to potential future club
members.
It is always fun to not only see familiar faces at these informal events, but also great to meet new
people that share the passion of our hobby.

The 106 degree temperature didn’t deter the club. As usual, Sarah Cooper showed up in the convertible, with the top down and put many of us to shame. Only 1 other classic mustang – a white
66 Hardtop – made it out in the heat. All other members were enjoying their modern air conditioning. I’m hopeful that as the weather cools down, we get to see more of mix of all the generations of Mustangs that our club members have in their stables.

A number of people commented to me that they enjoyed the food and drink at the restaurant. East
Coast style pizza, calzone, stromboli (any one else getting hungry), sandwiches, and more – along
with cannoli and other traditional desserts were enjoyed by many of us. Nicantoni’s owner, Vic
Buono, also expressed his gratitude in the club choosing a locally owned business to get together
for food and drinks. Nicantoni’s has offered up their parking lot on the third Wednesday of every
month going forward for a monthly M&G for the Copperstate Mustang Club. I spoke with the
club President, Jo Ann Martorano, and we agreed to at least plan on September 16, October 21 and
November 18 as upcoming events. More will be scheduled based on interest.

Thanks to all that came out in the heat and I look forward to seeing you again at the next monthly
Meet and Greet at Nicantoni’s.

-Vinny Tuccillo

Pizza Night

Prescott Antique Auto Club / Watson Lake Show
Under slightly cloudy skies, we made our way to Bashas on Gilbert road to meet up with
Dan and Joann Martorano for the drive to meet Tom Martin at Denny's restaurant just off Hwy 17.
After a breakfast and much conversation, we headed off in two cars (Tom hitched a ride with the
Martoranos) to Prescott on August 1st.
I had never been to such a large car show and swap meet before so I was astounded at the
amount of stalls and the varied items for sale. I understand that Dan picked up a goodie or two
that he just could not live without. As we walked around, we ran into several of our members
who had driven up on their own.
Paul and I headed off on our own to look at the show cars and picked out our favorites.
Paul's was a 1913 Rio and mine was the "Junk Car" it was an early model ford and was indeed
Junk! the sides and doors was made from galvanized steel and the seats were bare wood with a
few thin cushions to add that bit of comfort we all need. A sign on it stated "this car is made of
junk, and it is still junk!" It cracked me up. The Rio was a sight to behold. It appeared to be
spotless and stood out from the other show cars. There were a few Mustangs on show including a
67 or 68 Shelby 350 GT.
We also really enjoyed the hit and miss engines. One of which was used to power the ice
cream maker. Of course, we had to try the ice cream. Very interesting taste and texture but it was
quite an experience to eat ice cream churned by a hit and miss engine.
The weather remained fine with a few clouds and was such a lovely day for us especially
escaping the heat of the valley.
I would highly recommend this
show and hope more members
travel up to it next year.
Ethel Marques

Get Ready To Race
Octane Raceway
Mark your calendar for a fun event with Copperstate Mustang Club families from 4:00 pm
to 7:00 pm on Friday, September 18th at Octane Raceway located at 9119 E. Indian Bend Rd,
across the road from McDonald’s Pavilions.
Between 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm on Friday, the price that you pay for the go- cart “racing” is at it’s
lowest price of the week. You drive the electric carts on a 1/3 mile indoor/outdoor road course for
fourteen lap races.
Alternate activities available at Octane include bowling, a climbing wall, billiards and arcade machines plus sandwiches and pizza.
See the advertising piece printed, then plan on being at Octane Raceway on Friday, September 18th.

Fall Show

Fall Show

Fall Show

Still looking for volunteers to help with the fall show that
is right around the corner. This will be a judged show, so
we will need help with judging, setting up, tear down, registration, parking, manning the club trailer, and many
more positions. Please sign up at the next club meeting or
contact a board member.
Thank you

Pizza Party - Save the Date
When: November 14, 2015 6:00pm
Where: La Famiglia Italian Restaurant. 1859 W Guadalupe
Mesa. SE corner of Dobson and Guadalupe Roads.
This is a free event to all paid and current Copperstate Mustang
Club Members. Come out and have some fun and socialize with
other members!!!

Save The Date

Save The Date

Bylaws Change Ballot
Notice:
Amending the bylaws as follows:
Article V section 1 - in line 3, beginning with the words "or
one (1) as an Officer" strike the remainder of the sentence.
Article V section 5 - strike the entire section.
Article X section 1 - in line 3, beginning with the words "up to
two (2) consecutive years", strike the remainder of the sentence.
Summary: This will rescind the term limits for officers / board
members.
Ballot:
For:_______

Against_______

Signature___________________________
Please bring filled out ballot to next board meeting

Christmas Party - Save the Date
When: December 13th , 2015
Where: Holiday Inn & Suites at 44th Street and McDowell (1515 N 44th Street Phoenix,
AZ).
Please mark your calendars and save the date. Look for registration forms in next month's
newsletter.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sep 3

Copperstate Board Meeting at Berge Ford 6:30pm located at US 60 and Mesa Dr. Mesa. All
members Welcome to attend.

Sep 12

Cars Under the Stars at Rillito Raceway Park in Tucson. Show is from 3pm to 8pm go to
www.saaca.org for more information and to registrar.

Sep 13

Copperstate Mustang Club Monthly Meeting at 1pm at Mount of Olives Church 3546 E Thomas
Rd. We will have snack/deserts to enjoy during the meeting.

Sep 16

3rd Wednesday - Pizza night at Nicantoni’s Pizza at 6pm. Northeast corner of McQueen (Mesa
Dr) and Warner Rd in Gilbert. Come out and meet some members.

Sep 18

Octane Raceway 5pm - Kart Racing ..See article in newsletter for more information

Sep 26

Breakfast with Casa Grande Mustang Club - Contact Joann M for further information

Sep 27

Ponies at the Pike ( previous the Queen Mary show) go to www.bcmcmustangs.com for registration information and more details about the show. This show is on the water in a great location.

Oct 4

Mustangs by the Bay at Embarcadero Park in San Diego. Go to www.sdmustangclub.com for
additional information and registration on line.

Oct 17

Copperstate Mustang Fall Show at Berge Ford. The “Great Pumpkin” returns. This will be
judged show and peoples choice. See flyer and registration for in newsletter

Oct 21

3rd Wednesday - Pizza night at Nicantoni’s Pizza at 6pm. Northeast corner of McQueen (Mesa
Dr) and Warner Rd in Gilbert. Come out and meet some members.

Oct 23

Trunk/Treat at Mount of Olives Church 3546 E Thomas Rd. At 5pm decorate your car/
trunk and come enjoy the kids

Nov 14

Copperstate Mustang Club Pizza Party: Held at La Famiglia Italian Restaurant. 1859 W Guadalupe Mesa this is on the SE corner of Dobson and Guadalupe. Display your Mustang at 6pm and
Pizza will be served at 6:30pm

Nov 18

3rd Wednesday - Pizza night at Nicantoni’s Pizza at 6pm. Northeast corner of McQueen (Mesa
Dr) and Warner Rd in Gilbert. Come out and meet some members.

Dec 13

Copperstate Mustang Christmas Party: More information to follow

Jun 3-5 2016

2016 MCA National Show - Reno, NV: Hosted by the Reno Mustang Car Club. More information to follow

Apr 6-8 2018

2018 MCA National Show - Hoof Beats in the Desert - Tucson, AZ: Hosted by the Old Pueblo
Mustang Club. Casino Del Sol Hotel & Casino. More information to follow

Tech Talk - Parts
Remember this statement as gospel: “Not all parts are created equal”
Over the past 30 plus years I have built, or repaired over 1000 Mustangs (along with a
bunch of other vintage cars). I have seldom found replacement parts that have performed as well
as the original “factory” parts.
There have been upgraded parts that weren’t available at time of production such as power
disc brakes, electronic ignitions and carburetion, and fuel injection.
I don’t have a problem with “upgraded” parts, but I do have a problem with inferior manufactured parts that are being sold as direct replacement parts.
The quality of some of these parts is questionable and some of these replacement parts are
so poorly made that they are unsafe and put us and our cars in danger.
I have seen some “front end replacement parts that came apart soon after they were installed.
I have seen electrical parts, and harnesses made with smaller conductor wires than
required causing failures, and shortened life cycles.
Take the time to research which manufacturers make good, reliable products, ask people in
the know and don’t base all your decisions on how cheaply you get the parts.
Remember, it’s not a good deal if you have to do it again and again. Nothing is worse than
breaking down on the road because you tried to save a buck. “Good parts aren’t cheap and cheap
parts aren’t good”.
Dan M.

Classifieds

Your ad here: Contact Chris Valentino to place
your ad
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